June 29, 2001

Mr. Reece McAlister

Executive Secretary

Georgia Public Service Commission

244 Washington Street, S.W.

Atlanta, GA  30334

In Re:
Petition for Arbitration of the Interconnection Agreement Between BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc. and US LEC of Georgia, Inc. Pursuant to Section 252(b) of  the Telecommunications Act of 1996; Docket No. 11811-U.

Dear Mr. McAlister:


This letter will confirm that the parties jointly have agreed to stay the above-captioned arbitration pending Commission resolution of an issue that has arisen in connection with US LEC of Georgia Inc.’s (“US LEC”) decision to adopt the recently approved Interconnection Agreement between BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc. and Intermedia Communications, Inc. (“Intermedia”). The Commission approved the Intermedia agreement in Docket No. 11644-U at its May 31, 2001 Administrative Session. It is highly likely that, once this issue has been resolved, the parties will no longer require an arbitration of an interconnection agreement.  Nevertheless, in an abundance of caution, the parties believe it would be prudent to stay the arbitration instead of dismissing it in the unlikely event that some issues remain open once the Commission has resolved the adoption issue.

Under a consent schedule, the parties were expecting to file direct testimony on July 2, 2001, and reply testimony on July 16, 2001 with a hearing scheduled before the full Commission on July 26, 2001.  Based on this consent stay, the hearing will not be required at this time and the parties will not file testimony on those days.
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We respectfully request that the Commission grant the parties’ request for a stay of the above-captioned docket as set forth herein.

Please give me a call if you require any additional information. 





Sincerely,





SMITH, GALLOWAY, LYNDALL & FUCHS, LLP





Counsel for US LEC





Terri M. Lyndall

Consented to:

___________________________

Meredith Mays

Counsel for BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc. 

TML:tbm

Cc:  Gilbert Bentley

        Bennett Ross

        Meredith Mays

        Michael Shor

        Jeremy Needham

        Newton Galloway

