DOCKET NO. 11811-U

ORDER

In re:
Petition for Arbitration of an Interconnection Agreement Between BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc. and US LEC of Georgia, Inc. Pursuant to Section 252(b) of the Telecommunications Act of 1996


On January 25, 2000, BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc. (BellSouth) filed with the Commission its Petition for Arbitration of an Interconnection Agreement with US LEC of Georgia, Inc. (US LEC) pursuant to Section 252(b) of the Telecommunications Act of 1996, 47 U.S.C. § 252(b) (Petition).  From the date a petition is filed, the non-petitioning party has twenty-five days to file its response with the Commission.  47 U.S.C. § 252(b)(3).  This would allow US LEC until February 19, 2000 to respond to the Petition.  

On February 10, 2000, US LEC filed with the Commission a Motion for Extension of Time (Motion) to request an additional ninety (90) days to respond to BellSouth’s Petition.  The Motion stated that concurrent with its request, US LEC would consent to a corresponding extension of the Commission’s deadline, under Section 252(b)(4)(C), to conclude resolution of any unresolved issues in the Petition.  The reason stated for the extension is that several proceedings currently before the Commission address similar issues to the unresolved issues involved in the Petition.  The requested extension of time will permit parties to review the agreements resulting from other arbitration proceedings, and avoid duplicative litigation of similar issues.  BellSouth did not oppose US LEC’s Motion.

The Commission finds that the relief requested in US LEC’s Motion is reasonable.    

WHEREFORE IT IS ORDERED, that the deadline for US LEC to file a response to BellSouth’s Petition is extended by ninety (90) days.

ORDERED FURTHER, that the Commission’s deadline for the resolution of any unresolved issues in BellSouth’s Petition is extended by ninety (90) days.

ORDERED FURTHER, that jurisdiction over this matter is expressly retained for the purpose of entering such further order or orders as the Commission may deem just and proper.

ORDERED FURTHER, that any motion for reconsideration, rehearing or oral argument shall not stay the effectiveness of this order, unless otherwise ordered by the Commission.

The above by action of the Commission in Administrative Session on the 15th day of February, 2000.
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Helen O’Leary




Bob Durden

Executive Secretary
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Date






Date 

Docket No. 11811-U

Page 1 of 1
PAGE  

Page 2 of 1

Docket No. 11811-U

