BEFORE THE

GEORGIA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION


In Re:	)
Georgia Power Company’s	)		Docket No. 56002
2025 Integrated Resource Plan	)
	)
and	)
	)
Georgia Power Company’s 2025	)
Application for the Certification,	)		Docket No. 56003
Decertification, and Amended	)
Demand-Side Management Program	)


POST-HEARING BRIEF OF
THE GEORGIA ASSOCIATION OF MANUFACTURERS

		COMES NOW, the Georgia Association of Manufacturers (“GAM”), and hereby files this Post-Hearing Brief in the above-referenced docket.
		The Integrated Resource Plan (“IRP”) filed by Georgia Power Company (“Georgia Power” or “Company”) is a reasonable and sound approach to address the significant and increasing demand being experienced on the Company’s system.  GAM supports Georgia Power’s IRP and the general approach it takes.  As a result, GAM did not file testimony in this case.  However, there are improvements that could be made as reflected in the testimonies of Staff and certain intervenors.  GAM respectfully asks the Commission to issue an order approving the Company’s IRP subject to amendments consistent with the positions contained herein.
A.	The Core of Georgia Power’s IRP is a Good Plan for Georgia.
		While its IRP proposal is certainly susceptible to improvement, the Company should be applauded for the main things that it proposes.  Specifically, the proposal to keep all existing plants online and serving customers is a wise decision at this point in time.  Georgia can ill-afford to lose dispatchable capacity when demand is accelerating thanks to our state’s continued economic success, much of which was facilitated by the policies of this Commission.  The right path forward for the near term is to retain our existing assets and our diverse supply of generation, including nuclear, natural gas, coal, solar and other renewables and hydroelectric power.  Moreover, GAM supports and commends Georgia Power’s focus on improving operational efficiencies to increase power output from existing resources.  
B.	GAM Supports Improvements to the CARES Program Proposed by CEBA.
		The Clean Energy Buyers Association (“CEBA”) proposed several improvements to the CARES program that would facilitate flexibility and reduce risk to participants in the program.  GAM supports these changes to encourage more participation and the more efficient acquisition of resources to meet demand.  CEBA’s proposals, including allowing large customers to bring forward customer-identified resources, to allow multiple customers to coordinate to bring forward such resources, and to allow subscription to any type of carbon-free generation technology, among others, should be supported.  Taking this approach will help “unleash private capital to help Georgia Power meet its load growth projections with carbon-free energy resources and in a revenue-neutral way.”  (Direct Testimony of Priya Barua and R. Brent Alderfer, page 54, lines 5-6).
C.	At a Minimum, Georgia Power’s Proposed Additional Sum Should Be Reduced.
		Georgia Power proposes a $4.00/kW “additional sum” for new demand response and DER programs.  While the appropriateness and level of additional sums are a subject of perpetual debate in IRP dockets, one thing that is not contested is that the purpose of an additional sum is to incentivize the Company to pursue options other than building generation when such options are more economically efficient for ratepayers.  The additional sum compensates Georgia Power for the missed opportunity to earn a return on its capital investment.
		However, Georgia Power needs very little if any such incentive in the current environment of exponentially increasing demand.  As the IRP demonstrates, Georgia Power is having to utilize every potential avenue to meet customer demand, including maintaining existing assets, improving operational efficiencies, expanding DER programs, and conducting large-scale RFPs to attract more capacity from the market.  Again, GAM strongly commends these efforts and appreciates the innovation and hard work of Georgia Power in this regard, but the basis for maintaining the recently approved additional sum levels is simply not present.  At a minimum, the Commission should substantially reduce the Company’s proposed additional sum for any projects (PPAs, demand side options) to more accurately reflect the current reality and incentives for Georgia Power.
D.	Other Comments
		1.  Georgia Power’s Target Reserve Margin (“TRM”) may be elevated.  Staff argued that Georgia Power’s TRM was elevated due to:  (1) modeling of very large data centers as weather-sensitive loads; and (2) the apparent extreme sensitivity of the Loss of Load Expectation (“LOLE”) study, which increased the reliability-driven TRM to 26% (in the last IRP the reliability TRM was lower).  GAM understands and supports the Commission’s policy to maintain a healthy reserve margin, but there is a balance to be achieved in terms of the cost impact on ratepayers.  GAM encourages the Commission to carefully review Staff’s critique to determine if a slightly lower TRM is warranted.
2.  Modeling should more accurately reflect regulatory realities.  The Company admitted that it failed to model a scenario to address the possible (perhaps likely) phase out of clean energy tax credits for solar and BESS.  Further, it is inconsistent to model both tax credits and carbon costs given that there remains to this day no carbon tax on fuel emissions; this places fossil fuel units at a disadvantage in the economic analysis.  Further, carbon capture is modeled in numerous scenarios – yet it is not a commercially scalable technology at this point in time.  GAM is not taking a position on clean energy credits, or fossil fuels versus renewables, or carbon capture.  Parties can still argue for policies that favor resources not strictly based on cost-competitiveness – and the Commission can accept those arguments and implement those policies should it choose to do so after considering all the evidence and arguments,.  However, the economic analysis should be based on actual regulatory, legal and technological scenarios – and Georgia Power should be directed to more thoroughly analyze those scenarios in future modeling presented to the Commission.

Respectfully submitted this 3rd day of July, 2025.
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

		I do hereby certify that I have served the foregoing POST-HEARING BRIEF OF THE GEORGIA ASSOCIATION OF MANUFACTURERS, via electronic mail to all recipients on the service list for this docket.

This 3rd day of July, 2025.
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