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DOCKET NO. 41559: 	IN RE: ATLANTA GAS LIGHT COMPANY'S ECON-1 TARIFF

DOCKET NO. 43510	ATLANTA GAS LIGHT COMPANY’S UNIVERSAL SERVICE FUND ANNUAL FACILITIES EXPANSION PLAN FILING



FINAL ORDER APPROVING JOINT MOTION OF STAFF AND ATLANTA GAS LIGHT COMPANY TO AMEND THE COMMISSION’S DECEMBER 27, 2024 ORDER 


1. Background

On December 27, 2023, the Commission approved Atlanta Gas Light Company’s (“AGL”) Universal Service Fund (“USF”) 2024 Plan. Section VIII (g), Commission Decision, on Page 20, and Section IX, Ordering Paragraphs, on page 21, stated the following:

Commission denies AGL’s language in its October 2nd petition third paragraph sentences 4 and 5 and the October 6th petition third paragraph and third sentence and approved Staff’s language from the Commission Rule 515-7-5-.07(1), which states:

The disbursements to the EDC for completed projects will be for actual costs that are below the EDC's 5% budget cap for that Annual Plan year. The disbursements for completed projects will be limited to unencumbered funds in the USF. For any amounts that exceed the 5% budget cap or the unencumbered USF funds, those amounts will go into the EDC's rate base for ratemaking purposes.
1. Joint Motion of Staff and Atlanta Gas Light Company (“AGL”)

After the Commission decision on this matter, the Georgia Public Service Commission (“Staff”) and AGL held discussions and collaborated on language that would better clarify the issues involved and reach a resolution. As a result of these discussions, the Staff and AGL agreed on the following new language to replace the language in Section VIII(g) and the Ordering paragraphs:

Staff and AGL proposed replacing the current language with the following new language: 

Beginning with the 2024 and subsequent USF years until the Commission determines otherwise, USF capital expenditure recovery will adhere to Commission Rule 515-7-5-.07 and the accounting treatment set forth in this paragraph.  AGL will present project estimates for the Commission to use when determining and encumbering available USF dollars for the applicable fiscal year.  In accordance with Commission Rule 515-7-5-.07, AGL may recover from the USF all actual project costs expended in the aggregate at the end of the fiscal year, provided (1) total disbursements from the fund for that fiscal year will not exceed the $25 million statutory cap or 5 percent of the Company’s applicable capital budget, (2) there are unencumbered funds available in the USF, and (3) such costs are not otherwise deemed unreasonable or imprudent. If AGL uses its capital to fund actual costs that exceed available USF funds, such incremental capital investments shall be included in the GRAM model for base rate recovery but shall be tracked separately from, and shall not be considered a part of, any capital budget approved for the applicable Georgia Ratemaking Adjustment Mechanism (“GRAM”) process, and shall not be subject to any revenue requirement limitation agreed to for the year in which the costs were incurred. Such incremental capital investments and the associated revenue requirement shall be recovered through the GRAM processes or other normal ratemaking process without requiring an amendment to the Company’s Integrated Capacity and Delivery Plan and without the creation or use of a regulatory asset.  

	On January 10, 2024, the Joint Motion of Staff and AGL was filed requesting the new language to replace the language in the December 27, 2023 Final Order. 


1. Commission Decision

During the January 16, 2024 Administrative Session, the Commission approved the new language as a replacement of the language in the December 27, 2024 Final Order in Section VIII(g) and the Ordering paragraphs. 



*   *   *   *   *

1. Ordering Paragraphs

WHEREFORE IT IS ORDERED, that the Commission approves the Joint Motion of Staff and AGL.

ORDERED FURTHER, that the Commission approves the new language as contained in the foregoing Section II of this Order as a replacement for the language in the December 27, 2024 Final Order in Section VIII(g) and the Ordering paragraphs. 


ORDERED FURTHER, that all findings, conclusions, statements, and directives made by the Commission and contained in the foregoing sections of this Order are hereby adopted as findings of fact, conclusions of law, statements of regulatory policy, and orders of this Commission.

ORDERED FURTHER, that a motion for reconsideration, rehearing, or oral argument or any other motion shall not stay the effective date of this Order, unless otherwise ordered by the Commission.

ORDERED FURTHER, that jurisdiction over this matter is expressly retained for the purpose of entering such further Order or Orders as the Commission may deem just and proper. 


The above by action of the Commission in Administrative Session on the 16th day of January 2024.


													
Sallie Tanner							Jason Shaw
Executive Secretary						Chairman


													
Date								Date
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