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January 23, 2024 
 
 
VIA ELECTRONIC DELIVERY 
 
Sallie Tanner 
Executive Secretary 
Georgia Public Service Commission 
244 Washington Street, S.W. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30334 

 

 
Re: In re:  NextEra Energy Services Georgia, LLC 

           Docket No. 55516 
  

Dear Ms. Tanner:  
 
 In connection with the above-referenced docket, please find the enclosed Application for Natural 
Gas Certificate of Authority (“Application”). Please note that NextEra Energy Services Georgia, LLC’s 
(“NextEra Energy Services”) Application and the exhibits thereto contain confidential information 
regarding NextEra Energy Services, which would have value to competitors if disclosed.  NextEra Energy 
Services takes reasonable precautions to safeguard against disclosure and, for these reasons and those 
included in NextEra Energy Services’ Affidavit and Basis for Assertion that Redacted Portions of Filing 
Constitute Protected Trade Secret Material, NextEra Energy Services is filing the Application under the 
trade secret rules of the Georgia Code and Commission regulations. 

Thank you for your assistance with this matter. Please don’t hesitate to contact me directly with 
any questions or concerns.   

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mark E. Moore 
 

Enclosures 
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       Georgia Public Service Commission 
(404) 656-4501 
(800) 282-5813 

244 WASHINGTON STREET, SW 
ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30334-5701 

FAX: (404) 656-2341                    
psc.ga.gov 

 
 

COMMISSION RULE 515-7-3-.03 
APPLICATION FOR NATURAL GAS CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY 

 
INSTRUCTIONS 

 
As part of the application process, the Applicant must file the entire completed application with 
the Georgia Public Service Commission (“Commission”) in the following.  
 
1. The Applicant must respond to all items in the application consistent with Commission Rule 
515-7-3-.03 and reference all attachments, exhibits, and other documents or spreadsheets. 
 
2. The Applicant can provide the full filing as an electronic filing on the Commission’s eFile found 
on the Commission website, www.psc.ga.gov. The Applicant is required to provide electronic 
files as provided in 515-3-1.11, which shall be made electronically on CD, DVD, or jump 
drive using Microsoft Word® or PDF for text documents, and/or Excel® files for 
spreadsheets. The application can mailed filings with the Executive Secretary of the Commission 
using USPS, UPS, and/or FedEx. If the Applicant mails files, one original paper copy must be 
provided for all documents.  
 
Sally Tanner, Executive Secretary 
Georgia Public Service Commission 
244 Washington Street, S.W. 
Atlanta, Georgia 30334 
 
3. An Applicant shall submit to the Executive Secretary of the Commission the number of copies 
indicated on the application form. The original, signed by the Applicant, must accompany the 
copies. Failure to provide the appropriate number of copies or the signed original will result in the 
rejection and return of the application.  
 
 
 

http://www.psc.ga.gov/
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I. 515-7-3-.03(2)(a)-(d): APPLICANT ADDRESS  
 

(a) Name of Company: NextEra Energy Services Georgia LLC 
_______________________________________      

 
Doing Business As:  d/b/a Fireside Natural Gas (after closing) and NextEra Energy Services 
Georgia, LLC. After all relevant contracts are assigned or replaced, then FireSide’s Certificate of 
Authority will be abandoned and all business will be conducted as NextEra Energy Services 
Georgia, LLC or NextEra Energy Services Georgia, LLC d/b/a Fireside Natural 
Gas._____________________________________________________ 
 

Address: 601 Travis Street, Suite 1400     
 

City:     Houston State: TX  Zip Code 70002 
 

Phone No. 855 262 3596 Fax No.: NA 
 
Email address:      RegulatoryNES@gexaenergy.com 
 

(b) Name(s) and current business address(es) of the Applicant's principal corporate officers; 
 
Brian Landrum, President 
601 Travis Street, Suite 1400 
Houston, TX 70002 
 
Grit Farrell, Vice President 
601 Travis Street, Suite 1400 
Houston, TX 70003 
 
Christopher H. Zajic, Vice President & Treasurer 
700 Universe Blvd, E51040 
Juno Beach, FL 33408 
 
Michael H. Dunne, Vice President 
700 Universe Blvd, D5042 
Juno Beach, FL 33408 
 
Jason B. Pear, Secretary 
700 Universe Blvd, E2164 
Juno Beach, FL 33408 
 
Melissa Lauderdale, Executive Director 
601 Travis Street, Suite 1400 
Houston, TX 70002 
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(c) The name(s) and current business address(es) of the Applicant's principal and corporate 

officer(s) in Georgia, if different from those identified in subparagraph (b) above; 
 

NextEra Energy Services Georgia, LLC 
Three Alliance Center 
3550 Lenox Road NE 
Atlanta, GA 30326 

 
(d) Name, address and telephone number of employees designated to receive and respond to 

Commission requests and who will notify the Commission of any changes to the 
information provided in this application while pending: 

 
 
Name:   Melissa L. Lauderdale   Tel. No.: 667-429-5689 
 
 
Title:   Executive Director, Regulatory & Compliance    Fax No.: NA 
 
 
 Email address: melissa.lauderdale@nexteraenergy.com 
 
 
Address: (if different from above) 
 
 
Street:   601 Travis Street, Suite 1400  
 
City   Houston    State: TX Zip Code: 70002 
 
 

II. 515-7-3-.03(2)(e): REGISTERED AGENT  
 

(e) If Applicant is a non-resident of Georgia, give name, address, and telephone number(s), 
facsimile number(s), and internet e-mail address of an agent or attorney in fact in this 
state upon whom process may be served in any suit against Applicant; 
 
Name of Agent: Corporation Service Company 
 
Name of Firm: Thompson O’Brien Kappler & Nasuti, P.C. 
 
Address:   Street: 2 Sun Court, Suite 400 
 
   City: Peachtree Corners State: GA  Zip Code: 30092 
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Name: P. Diane Beams 
Tel. No. 770 925 0111 Fax No. 770 925 8596 
 
 Email address.: dbeams@tokn.com 

 
 

III. 515-7-3-.03(2)(f) – (j): ORGANIZATION  
 

(f) a description of the Applicant's business, ownership structure, affiliates, date of 
formation, tax identification number, Georgia Secretary of State's charter or identification 
number and Georgia revenue sales tax number; 

 
Type of Organization: (Check One) 

 
[x ] Limited Liability Company 
[ ] Individual 
[ ] Partnership 
[ ] Corporation 
[ ] Mutual or Cooperative (Incorporated/Unincorporated) 
[ ] Other 
 
 
NextEra Energy Services Georgia, LLC (“NES Georgia”) is a wholly owned indirect 
subsidiary of NextEra Energy Services, Inc. (“NES”), which is a wholly owned 
indirect subsidiary of NextEra Energy, Inc. (“NextEra”, NYSE: NEE). After 
closing, NES Georgia will do business as either NES Georgia or d/b/a FireSide 
Natural Gas. NES Georgia was formed in 2023 in anticipation of an expansion of 
NES’ business into the Georgia natural gas marketplace.  Through its subsidiaries, 
NES is a participant in retail natural gas and electric deregulated markets across 
the country. 
 
After closing of the FireSide acquisition, NES Georgia will work to assign all 
applicable customer, vendor, and other contracts to the NES Georgia entity. All 
business in Georgia will be conducted solely by NES Georgia, including all 
contracting. 

 
The Georgia Secretary of State’s seven (7) digit charter or file identification number. 
23165616 

  
Federal Tax Identification Number: 93-2688626 

 
Georgia Revenue Sales Tax Number: 75884678  
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 (Must provide proof that the Applicant is registered with the Georgia Office of the 
Secretary of State) 

https://ecorp.sos.ga.gov/BusinessSearch/BusinessInformation?businessId=4018382&busine
ssType=Foreign%20Limited%20Liability%20Company&fromSearch=True 

 
(g) Attach a list of principle officers, whether the Applicant is a corporation or other legal 

entity. If a corporation, attach copy of charter, marked as Exhibit A. Also attach a list of 
all directors and principal stockholders with the number of shares held by each, marked 
as Exhibit B, and give name and addresses of the President, Vice President, Treasurer, 
and Secretary; 

 
President:  Brian Landrum _______________________  
 
Address: 601 Travis Street, Suite 1400 
 
Houston, TX 70002__________________________ 
 
 
V. President:  Grit Farrell________________________   
 
Address: 601 Travis Street, Suite 1400______________ 
 
Houston, TX 70002_____________________________ 
 
 
Treasurer:  Christopher H. Zajic___________________  
 
Address: 700 Universe Blvd., E51040______________ 
 
Juno Beach, FL 33408_____________________________ 
 
 
Secretary: Jason B. Pear___________________________  
 
Address: 700 Universe Blvd, E2164__________________ 
Juno Beach, FL 33408____________________________________ 

 
 
State and Date of Incorporation:              
 
State: __DE___________ Date:7/07/2023 ____________________  
 
 
Date of formation for non-corporations:  

https://ecorp.sos.ga.gov/BusinessSearch/BusinessInformation?businessId=4018382&businessType=Foreign%20Limited%20Liability%20Company&fromSearch=True
https://ecorp.sos.ga.gov/BusinessSearch/BusinessInformation?businessId=4018382&businessType=Foreign%20Limited%20Liability%20Company&fromSearch=True
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State:  ___NA__________ Date: ____________________ 

 
 

(h) State and date of incorporation for corporate entities and formation for non-corporate 
entities and provide an organizational chart as Exhibit-C; 

(i) If applicable, provide the name(s) and business address(es) of the Applicant's principle 
and corporate officers in Georgia, if different from those above; 

 
PJ Zonsius, VP and General Manager of Retail Gas 
Three Alliance Center 
3550 Lenox Road NE 
Atlanta, GA 30326 

 
Michael Swartzell, VP Supply & Risk Management 
Three Alliance Center 
3550 Lenox Road NE 
Atlanta, GA 30326 

 
(j) If Applicant is a partnership or cooperative, give names and addresses of partners, 

officers and/or members; 
 

i. Are any directors, partners, officers, or members affiliated with any other natural 
gas or energy-related company doing business in Georgia? If so, name company 
and affiliation.  

 
  Not applicable 

  
ii. List the natural gas or energy-related companies doing business in Georgia with 

whom the Applicant has affiliated relationships, including joint ventures and 
partnerships.  
 
Information responsive to this question is in the accompanying Trade Secret 
response filed via the Commission’s alternative electronic filing procedures. 

 
 

IV. 515-7-3-.03(2)(k)(1-14): FINANCIAL CAPABILITY   
  

(k) the financial information shall include, but is not limited to:  
 

1. Demonstration that the Applicant's capital base or other financial resources are sufficient 
to withstand the business risk, financial risk and absorb losses that might be incurred in 
providing primarily firm gas service to retail customers. Such demonstration should 
include lines of credit, letters of credit, or other financial instruments, as well as loans 
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from financial institutions, a parent corporation or affiliate, a subsidiary, or other entity. 
In the event that start-up costs and expected losses projected during the initial period of 
operations may require working capital, detailed and comprehensive documentation of 
the sources of such anticipated working capital shall be provided in hard copy and 
electronic format (Excel format with all formulas unlocked). Any and all documentation 
required by an Applicant's lender, line of credit or surety provider shall be included as 
part of the application; 

 
Please include all that applies: 

 
i. Applicant's credit rating and/or bond rating made by a national rating 

agency. 
 

NES Georgia, LLC is not separately rated. NextEra, its ultimate parent, is rated A- 
by S&P, Baa1 by Moody’s and A- by Fitch. 

 
 

ii. Credit facilities/Credit Agreements: Provide the total credit facility dollar 
amount of the facility and the dollar amount available for use. 
Information responsive to this question is in the accompanying Trade 
Secret response filed via the Commission’s alternative electronic filing 
procedures. 
 

iii. Loans/Loan agreements: Breakout the dollar amount(s) of each loan and 
the name of the lender and provide the terms of the loan(s). Information 
responsive to this question is in the accompanying Trade Secret 
response filed via the Commission’s alternative electronic filing 
procedures 
 

iv. Parental Guarantees / Terms of Guarantees: Provide any parent guarantee 
as a separate attachment with a dollar amount, if any, and any written 
terms. A sworn statement must be signed by a corporate officer of the 
parent company affirming the parental guarantee. Information responsive 
to this question is in the accompanying Trade Secret response filed via 
the Commission’s alternative electronic filing procedures 

 
v. The Applicant shall provide Bank Statements generated by the Applicant’s 

bank that are no more than 30 days old prior to the filing date of the 
application. Information responsive to this question is in the 
accompanying Trade Secret response filed via the Commission’s 
alternative electronic filing procedures. 
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vi. Other Liquid Assets / List of Assets Information responsive to this 
question is in the accompanying Trade Secret response filed via the 
Commission’s alternative electronic filing procedures. 
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2. An explanation of how the Applicant’s financial backing, plans and resources provide the 
requisite support for the implementation of the business/marketing plans for providing 
primarily firm gas service to retail customers, including a 36-month breakeven analysis 
in electronic format in Excel format with all formulas unlocked demonstrating 
projected customer growth, gas volumes in therms, revenues, costs, expenses, and 
net income.  Any and all documentation required by an Applicant’s lender, line of credit 
or surety provider shall be included. The breakeven analysis must include monthly 
projections for customers and gas load in therms. 

 
Information responsive to this question is in the accompanying Trade Secret 
response filed via the Commission’s alternative electronic filing procedures. 

 
3. the audited financial statements (balance sheets, income statements, and cash flow 

statements) of the Applicant for the last three (3) years; if audited financial statements are 
unavailable, then unaudited financial statements supported by the sworn statement of an 
officer, general partner, or managing agent will be accepted. If a parent corporation, 
Applicant affiliate or other entity will support the Applicant, the parent corporation, 
affiliate or other entity's audited financial statements for the last three (3) years should be 
provided; 

 
NES Georgia, LLC does not have separate audited financial statements. NextEra, its 
ultimate parent, has audited financial statements in its annual reports. 
 
2022 - https://www.investor.nexteraenergy.com/~/media/Files/N/NEE-IR/reports-and-
fillings/annual-reports/NEE%202022%20Annual%20Report.pdf 
 
2021 https://www.investor.nexteraenergy.com/~/media/Files/N/NEE-IR/reports-and-
fillings/annual-reports/2021%20NEE%20Annual%20Report.pdf 
 
2020  https://www.investor.nexteraenergy.com/~/media/Files/N/NEE-IR/reports-and-
fillings/annual-reports/2020%20NEE%20Annual%20Report.pdf 

 

https://www.investor.nexteraenergy.com/%7E/media/Files/N/NEE-IR/reports-and-fillings/annual-reports/NEE%202022%20Annual%20Report.pdf
https://www.investor.nexteraenergy.com/%7E/media/Files/N/NEE-IR/reports-and-fillings/annual-reports/NEE%202022%20Annual%20Report.pdf
https://www.investor.nexteraenergy.com/%7E/media/Files/N/NEE-IR/reports-and-fillings/annual-reports/2021%20NEE%20Annual%20Report.pdf
https://www.investor.nexteraenergy.com/%7E/media/Files/N/NEE-IR/reports-and-fillings/annual-reports/2021%20NEE%20Annual%20Report.pdf
https://www.investor.nexteraenergy.com/%7E/media/Files/N/NEE-IR/reports-and-fillings/annual-reports/2020%20NEE%20Annual%20Report.pdf
https://www.investor.nexteraenergy.com/%7E/media/Files/N/NEE-IR/reports-and-fillings/annual-reports/2020%20NEE%20Annual%20Report.pdf
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4. The most recent annual reports filed with the stockholders and the Securities and 
Exchange Commission (Form 10K/Form 10Q) if Applicant and/or parent corporation is a 
publicly held company. 

 
NextEra’s Inc 10-Q filed on 11/07/23 

https://otp.tools.investis.com/clients/us/nextera_energy_inc/SEC/sec-
outline.aspx?FilingId=17034692&Cik=0000753308&PaperOnly=0&HasOriginal=1 

 
5. Detailed pro forma balance sheets, income statements and statements of cash flow for the 

next three (3) years for the Applicant as well as the Applicant's business and marketing 
plans for the certificated area of service in Georgia.  

 
Information responsive to this question is in the accompanying Trade Secret 
response filed via the Commission’s alternative electronic filing procedures.  

 
6. The details of any unconditional purchase obligations that require payments by the 

Applicant in future periods; 
 

Information responsive to this question is in the accompanying Trade Secret 
response filed via the Commission’s alternative electronic filing procedures  

 
7. A schedule of the Applicant's non-cancelable operating lease commitments; 

https://otp.tools.investis.com/clients/us/nextera_energy_inc/SEC/sec-outline.aspx?FilingId=17034692&Cik=0000753308&PaperOnly=0&HasOriginal=1
https://otp.tools.investis.com/clients/us/nextera_energy_inc/SEC/sec-outline.aspx?FilingId=17034692&Cik=0000753308&PaperOnly=0&HasOriginal=1
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Information responsive to this question is in the accompanying Trade Secret 
response filed via the Commission’s alternative electronic filing procedures 
 

8. The schedules detailing the Applicant's long-term debt and available credit facilities, 
including installments due on long-term debt; for five (5) years following the date of this 
application and include encumbered and unencumbered balances on the credit facilities; 
 
Information responsive to this question is in the accompanying Trade Secret 
response filed via the Commission’s alternative electronic filing procedures 

 
9. The details of any joint ventures or general partnership agreements between the Applicant 

and other parties; 
 
Information responsive to this question is in the accompanying Trade Secret 
response filed via the Commission’s alternative electronic filing procedures 

 
10. The information as to whether an estimated claim from a loss contingency has been 

accrued by a charge to income as it relates to any pending or known litigation or actual 
claims; 
 
Information responsive to this question is in the accompanying Trade Secret 
response filed via the Commission’s alternative electronic filing procedures 

 
11. The management's plan for dealing with matters relating to an Applicant's ability to 

continue as a going concern; 
 
Information responsive to this question is in the accompanying Trade Secret 
response filed via the Commission’s alternative electronic filing procedures.  

 
12. The Applicant's plan to provide for funds to be held in escrow by an independent third 

party in the event that prepaid services are to be offered or deposits are required;  
 

Information responsive to this question is in the accompanying Trade Secret 
response filed via the Commission’s alternative electronic filing procedures. 

 
13. If the Applicant has any of the following conditions or events in the past ten (10) years or 

anticipates any of the following conditions or events within the next twelve months, the 
Applicant’s plans (with respect to the Applicant’s ability to continue as a going concern) 
for dealing with any of the following conditions or events: 
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(i)      Recurring operating losses. 

(ii)     Working capital deficiencies 

(iii)    Negative cash flows from operating activities. 

(iv)     Denial of credit from suppliers. 

(v)     Restructuring of debt. 

(vi)     Need to dispose of substantial assets. 

(vii) Substantial dependence on the success of a particular project. 

(viii) Uneconomic long-term commitments. 

(ix)          Need to significantly revise operations 

(x)       Legal proceedings, legislation or similar matters that might jeopardize the     

Applicant’s ability to continue operations. 

(xi)       Loss of a key franchise 

(xii) Loss of a certificate of authority to provide natural gas or electricity in 

another jurisdiction. 

(xiii) Loss of a principal or key customer or supplier. 

(xiv) Loss of principal or key management or technical personnel 
 
Not applicable 

 

14. any other information that the Applicant believes is relevant to the evaluation of its 
financial capability. 

 
NextEra’s public financial information is updated and available at 
https://www.investor.nexteraenergy.com/reports-and-filings/sec-filings. 

 
 

V. 515-7-3-.03(2)(l)(1-20): TECHNICAL CAPABILITY  
 

1. The names, current business address(es), and principal place(s) of business of employees 
that will direct the Georgia operations, including an employee of the Applicant that will 
serve as a contact person for the Commission; 

 
PJ Zonsius, VP and General Manager of Retail Gas 
Three Alliance Center 
3550 Lenox Road NE 

https://www.investor.nexteraenergy.com/reports-and-filings/sec-filings


PUBLIC DISCLOSURE DOCUMENT 
 

GEORGIA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 
APPLICATION FOR NATURAL GAS CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY 

Georgia Public Service Commission: Commission Rule 515-7-3-.03 
Application For Natural Gas Certificate of Authority - Last Revision: January 9, 2024 

Page 14 of 33 
 

Atlanta, GA 30326 
 

Michael Swartzell, VP Supply & Risk Management 
Three Alliance Center 
3550 Lenox Road NE 
Atlanta, GA 30326 
 
Michael J Davis, Director of Business Development 
Three Alliance Center 
3550 Lenox Road NE 
Atlanta, GA 30326 
 
Brandi Kirkpatrick, Director of Pricing and Structuring 
Three Alliance Center 
3550 Lenox Road NE 
Atlanta, GA 30326 
 
Mark Allen Bush, Principal Supply Analyst 
Three Alliance Center 
3550 Lenox Road NE 
Atlanta, GA 30326 

 
Melissa Lauderdale * Commission contact 
Executive Director of Regulatory 
601 Travis Street, Suite 1400    
Houston, TX 70002 

 
 

2. In the past ten (10) years, the information as to whether certificates of authority for the 
sale of natural gas have ever been issued by any other state(s) and whether such 
certificates are current. An Applicant shall also disclose to the Commission whether any 
application for certification has ever been denied and whether any certificate of authority 
issued to it or an affiliate has ever been suspended, revoked, modified, or sanctioned; 

 
Not applicable 

 
3. A list of the Applicant's comparable gas marketing activities by jurisdiction, to include 

the name of the companies with annual sales revenues, volumes of gas in therms or other 
measures of activity; 
 
Information responsive to this question is in the accompanying Trade Secret 
response filed via the Commission’s alternative electronic filing procedures. 
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4. The delivery group(s) that the Applicant seeks to serve; (Check One) 
 

[  x ] All Pools     
[     ] Atlanta     
[     ] Ex-Atl. SNG    
[     ] Ex-Atl. Transco   
[     ] Augusta    
[     ] Brunswick     
[     ] Macon
[     ] Rome 
[     ] Savannah 
[     ] Valdosta 

 
 

The customer classes the Applicant seeks to serve; (Check One) 
 
  [     ] Residential 
  [  x ] Commercial 
  [  x ] Industrial 
 
 
5. The Applicant's forecast of estimated or anticipated gas supply and capacity needed to 

serve the Georgia market based upon the Applicant's marketing strategy to acquire 
customers, as well as limitations, on gas supply and can be included in the 36-month 
breakeven analysis located in 515-7-3-.03(2)(k)(2). This may include providing Staff and 
Consumers' Utility Counsel access to applicable supply and capacity contracts. If 
applicable, these items may be filed pursuant to Commission Rule 515-3-1-.11 as trade 
secret material; 

 
Information responsive to this question is in the accompanying Trade Secret 
response filed via the Commission’s alternative electronic filing procedures. 

 
6. A list of all current contracts with interstate pipelines that the Applicant may use in 

conjunction with or in lieu of those provided by the EDC upon acquisition of market share 
in the respective delivery groups. If applicable, these items may be filed pursuant to 
Commission Rule 515-3-1-.11 as trade secret material; 
 
Information responsive to this question is in the accompanying Trade Secret response 
filed via the Commission’s alternative electronic filing procedures. 
 

7. A detailed description of the tools, strategy, and/or other information that the Applicant 
will utilize to mitigate natural gas price volatility; 

 

http://rules.sos.state.ga.us/gac/515-3-1-.11
http://rules.sos.state.ga.us/gac/515-3-1-.11
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Information responsive to this question is in the accompanying Trade Secret 
response filed via the Commission’s alternative electronic filing procedures.  

 
8. A detailed description of the Applicant's natural gas purchasing strategy for the various 

customer classes (fixed, variable, commercial, etc.); 
 

Information responsive to this question is in the accompanying Trade Secret 
response filed via the Commission’s alternative electronic filing procedures.  

 
9. A projection of the percentage of base load, seasonal, and spot gas supply contract the 

Applicant plans to utilize in its operations. Please provide an explanation for the projected 
amounts, and can be included in the 36-month breakeven analysis in 515-7-3-.03(2)(k)(2); 
 
Information responsive to this question is in the accompanying Trade Secret response 
filed via the Commission’s alternative electronic filing procedures. 
 

10. A detailed description of the Applicant's contingency plan to provide gas to firm customers 
in the event that a supply disruption occurs; 
 
Information responsive to this question is in the accompanying Trade Secret response 
filed via the Commission’s alternative electronic filing procedures.  

 
11. The detailed procedures that will be employed by the Applicant in a gas-related emergency 

(i.e., force majeure, interstate capacity limitation); 
 
Information responsive to this question is in the accompanying Trade Secret response 
filed via the Commission’s alternative electronic filing procedures.  

 
12. A detailed description of the Applicant's operating experience and qualifications of 

principal management employees involved in the day-to-day activities of the entity's 
operation in Georgia (List the number of years the Applicant has in a natural gas market); 

 
NES Georgia will immediately gain the talent and experience of the FireSide 
employees. Employees will be joining Gexa Energy LP with their primary 
responsibility being to support the operations of NES Georgia. All contracts and 
operations will be housed within the NES Georgia entity and many of the 
employees will be solely responsible for managing the operations within Georgia, 
as they to today. In addition to the expertise of FireSide’s employees who will 
become employees of Gexa Energy LP, PJ Zonsius and Michael Swartzell will 
manage the day-to-day operations of NES Georgia’s retail gas business in 
addition to the other retail gas businesses they support. 
 
PJ Zonsius currently leads NES’ retail natural gas business as Vice President 
and GM. Prior to working at NextEra, Mr. Zonsius worked at Gas South in 
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various sales roles for 13 years. In his last role at Gas South, he worked as 
Director of LCI Business Development, where he was integral to the company’s 
acquisition of Infinite Energy in 2021. During his tenure, he led his team to 
significant sales growth, was responsible for originating, negotiating, and closing 
multiple acquisitions, and created Gas South’s renewable Clean Choice 
program. PJ is currently the Chair of the Natural Gas Association of Georgia. 
He resides in Peachtree City, GA. 
• BA – Business Administration, University of Georgia 
• MBA – Business Administration, Georgia State  
• 15 Years in retail gas experience  
• Chair of Natural Gas Association of Georgia 

Michael Swartzell, VP Supply and Risk Management, leads supply and risk 
management for NES’ retail natural gas business. Mr. Swartzell has more than 
19 years of experience in retail natural gas markets.  He has an extensive 
background in natural gas risk management, asset optimization, trading, rate 
design, commercial contracting, and financial analysis.  Prior to working at 
NextEra, Mr. Swartzell worked at Gas South in various supply, asset 
optimization, rate design, and risk management roles for over 17 years, most 
recently as the VP of Structured Products and Risk.  Mr. Swartzell also has an 
extensive background managing gas supply and risk in AGL’s deregulated 
natural gas market, and he was the co-chair for the Marketer Working Group 
during AGL’s 2022-2025 Capacity Supply Plan. He resides in Powder Springs, 
Georgia. Mr. Swartzell has a B.S. in Industrial Engineering from the Georgia 
Institute of Technology. 

 
13. The proposed terms of service as required by Chapter 515-7-9 of the Commission Utility 

Rules (Provide a copy of the Terms of Service as an attachment); 
 

NES Georgia has signed a Membership Interest Purchase Agreement to acquire 
FireSide Natural Gas, LLC., a certified Georgia gas supplier since 2007, Interim 
Certificate GM-36 in Docket No. 25471-U. NES Georgia will maintain all currently 
approved material that is being utilized by FireSide to effectuate a smooth and 
seamless transition. 

 
14. The rules for contracting with firm customers as referenced in O.C.G.A. §§46-4-

153(a)(2)(C), 46-4-158.2, 46-4-158.3, 46-4-160(a), 46-4-160(h), 46-4-160(i), 46-4-
160(j), and 46-4-160(k), and Commission Utility Rules Chapter 515-7-6;  

 
(i) The rules for contracting with firm customers shall include, but are not limited to:  

 
(I) The bills and contracts must be written in clear and plain language. NES 

Georgia will comply. 
 

https://links.casemakerlegal.com/states/ga/books/Code%20of%20Georgia/browse?ci=25&id=gasos&codesec=46-4-153&title=46#46-4-153(a)(2)(C)
https://links.casemakerlegal.com/states/ga/books/Code%20of%20Georgia/browse?ci=25&id=gasos&codesec=46-4-153&title=46#46-4-153(a)(2)(C)
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(II) The bills must contain sufficient information to allow customers to verify 
the accuracy of their bills. NES Georgia will comply. 

 
(III) The pricing structure must be clearly explained, including any late fees or 

interest charges.  NES Georgia will comply. 
 

 
(IV) The contract term must be specified along with any termination rights.  

 
I. The firm customers must be allowed to cancel their contract without 

penalty within 72 hours of signing it.  NES Georgia will comply. 
 

II. The firm customers must be given the right to cancel their contracts 
if they relocate out of their delivery group. 
 NES Georgia will comply. 

 
(V) The bill must include the Electing Distribution Company's 24-hour 

emergency telephone number. 
 NES Georgia will comply. 

 
(VI) The EDC's active customer account number must be placed on each bill.  

 NES Georgia will comply. 
 

(VII) The bill must comply with all requirements of Commission Rules that 
specifically address marketer billing practices and marketer bills (Provide a 
copy of a sample bill as an attachment).  
NES Georgia will comply. 

 
(ii) The Applicant acknowledges that it must comply with federal telemarketing rules 

and Georgia consumer protection laws. 
NES Georgia will comply. 

 
15. The Applicant's plan to provide for funds to be held in escrow by an independent third 

party in the event that prepaid services are to be offered or deposits are required; 
 
Information responsive to this question is in the accompanying Trade Secret response 
filed via the Commission’s alternative electronic filing procedures. 

 
16. A statement as to whether day-to-day operations such as gas procurement, nominations and 

planning will be provided by in house personnel or will be contracted for by a third party; 
(If the day-to-day natural gas operations will be conducted in-house, list the names, titles, 
and experience of the employees. If the gas operations will be through a third-party, list 
the name of the company, its address, and the names and titles of the employees who will 
provide day-to-day operations); 
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Operations will be handled by in-house employees, including Michael Swartzell 
(see bio above), Brandi Kirkpatrick, Director of Pricing and Structuring at 
FireSide, and Mark Allen Bush, Senior Manager of Scheduling at FireSide. 

 
17. Any other information that the Applicant believes is relevant to the evaluation of its 

technical capability. 
 

NES GEORGIA team is available for any additional questions. 
 
 

VI. 515-7-3-.03(2)(m)(1-6): Legal disclosures shall include, but are not limited to: 
 

1. a statement, to include supporting documentation, as to whether the Applicant, the 
Applicant’s officers and/or its directors, partners, owners, or employees have declared 
bankruptcy or had a civil judgment rendered against it/him/her in the past ten (10) 
years; 

 
 Neither NES Georgia nor its officers, directors, partners, owners, or employees 

have declared bankruptcy or had a civil judgment rendered against it/them in 
the past ten (10) years.  

  
2. a statement, to include supporting certified copies of dispositions, as to whether the 

Applicant, any of its officers and/or its directors, partners, or employees been convicted 
of or pleaded guilty or nolo contendere in a State or Federal legal proceeding to any 
misdemeanor, felony, or crime of moral turpitude in the past ten (10) years; 
 
Neither NES Georgia nor its officers, directors, partners, owners, or employees 
have been convicted, pleaded guilty or nolo contendere in a State or Federal legal 
proceeding in the past ten (10) years.  

 
3. a statement, to include supporting certified copies of dispositions, as to whether the 

Applicant, any of its officers and/or directors, partners, or employees have been fined 
and/or found guilty/liable by a state public service commission, or other state or federal 
court or agency, for any violations in the past ten (10) years; 

 
Neither NES Georgia nor its officers, directors, partners, owners, or employees 
have been fined and/or found guilty/liable by a state public service commission, or 
other state or federal court of agency, for any violation in the past ten (10) years.  

 
4. a statement, to include supporting certified copies of legal dispositions, as to whether 

the Applicant, any of its officers and/or its directors, partners, or employees have 
been fined and/or found guilty/liable by a State public service commission, or other 
State or Federal court or agency, for predatory marketing practices in the past ten (10) 
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years, whether such marketing practices were managed in-house or by an outside 
third-party.  

 
Neither NES Georgia nor its officers, directors, partners, owners, or employees 
have been fined and/or found guilty/liable by a State public service commission 
or other State or Federal court or agency, for predatory marketing practices in 
the past ten (10) years, whether such marketing practices were managed in-
house or by an outside third-party. 

 
5. A statement disclosing any existing, pending or past adverse rulings, judgments, 

litigation, contingent liabilities, revocations of authority, administrative regulatory 
investigations (i.e., FERC, SEC) related to the Applicant, any of its officers and/or its 
directors, partners, or employees in managerial positions for the past ten (10) years. 

 
Neither NES Georgia nor its officers, directors, partners, owners, or employees in 
managerial positions have existing, pending or past adverse rulings, judgments, 
litigation, contingent liability, revocations of authority, or administrative 
regulatory investigations in the past ten (10) years.  

 

 
 
 

VII. 515-7-3-.03(3)(1 – 8): EMC GAS AFFILIATES 
 
*If the Applicant isn’t an EMC gas affiliate, answer Not Applicable.  
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3. Applicants that are EMC gas affiliates must provide the following, but are not limited to: 
 

(a) In addition to providing the information set forth in its Utility Rule 515-7-3-.03(2), an 
Applicant that is an EMC gas affiliate shall include with its application for a 
certificate of authority proposed terms and conditions to govern the relationship 
between the electric membership corporation and its EMC gas affiliate as 
contemplated in O.C.G.A. § 46-4-153.  

 
Not applicable 

 
(b) As proposed, these terms and conditions shall be designed to prevent cross-

subsidization between the provision of electricity and the provision of natural gas 
services, to encourage and promote fair competition in the overall retail natural gas 
market, and to protect the privacy of both electric and natural gas consumers. 

 
Not applicable 

 
(c) The order subsequently issued by the Commission in response to the EMC gas 

affiliate's application shall meet the objectives set forth in O.C.G.A. § 46-4-153.1, as 
well as such other requirements the Commission shall determine are necessary to 
protect electric and natural gas consumers and promote competition. 

 
Not applicable 

 
(d) To ensure that cross-subsidizations do not occur between the electricity services of an 

electric membership corporation and the gas activities of its gas affiliate, the terms 
and conditions ordered by the Commission shall provide that each electric 
membership corporation having a gas affiliate shall: 

 
1. Fully allocate all electricity activities costs and gas activities costs, including 

costs for any shared services, between the electric membership corporation's 
electricity activities and the gas activities of its gas affiliate, in accordance with 
the applicable uniform system of accounts and generally accepted accounting 
principles, as applicable; 
 

2. Develop and maintain a cost allocation manual, approved by the Commission, 
describing the electric membership corporation's methods of cost allocation and 
such other information and policies reasonably required by the Commission to 
ensure compliance with Article 5 of Chapter 4 of Title 46 of the Official Code of 
Georgia Annotated and the terms and conditions ordered by the Commission. 
Such manual shall: 
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i. Establish rules for the pricing of transactions between an 

electric membership corporation and its gas affiliate, including 
the transfer of assets between the two, which rules shall 
provide that any transfer of assets shall be the greater between 
market rates or book value; 

 
ii. Provide that any loans from the electric membership 

corporation to its gas affiliate shall be at market rates, shall not 
reflect rates which are generally available through the use of 
any tax exempt financing, and may not be tied to any loans 
from the federal or state government; 

 
iii. Require the electric membership corporation and its gas 

affiliate to maintain separate books of accounts and records 
which shall, subject to the Commission's rules for treatment of 
trade secrets, be subject to production and inspection by the 
Commission for the sole purpose of confirming compliance 
with this article, the cost allocation manual, and the terms and 
conditions of the gas affiliate's certificate; and 

 
iv. Require the annual filing of a statement with the Commission 

certifying the compliance by the electric membership 
corporation and its gas affiliate with the approved cost 
allocation manual, which annual filing shall itemize financial 
summary information in the form of Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC) account codes as requested by 
the Commission Staff. 

Not applicable 
 

(e) Not charge any costs of the gas affiliate to the electricity customers of the electric 
membership corporation. 

 
Not applicable 
 

(f) To protect customer privacy and prevent the misuse of customer information, the 
terms and conditions ordered by the Commission shall provide that no electric 
membership corporation shall release any proprietary customer information to its gas 
affiliate without obtaining prior verifiable authorization from the customer, as 
determined in accordance with rules established by the Commission. 
 

Not applicable 
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(g) The Commission may require that any customer service that an electric membership 

corporation provides to its gas affiliate be offered to all marketers at the same rate and 
on the same terms and conditions as provided to the gas affiliate. Any such services 
provided to the gas affiliate or marketers must be on a strictly confidential basis, such 
that the electric membership corporation does not share information regarding one 
marketer with any other marketer, including an EMC gas affiliate. 

 
Not applicable 

 
(h) The terms and conditions shall accommodate the organizational structures of electric 

membership corporations. 
 

Not applicable 
 

(i) To assure separate but coordinating governance of an electric membership 
corporation and its gas affiliate, the terms and conditions shall prohibit more than one 
half of the persons serving as members of the board of directors of a gas affiliate from 
at the same time serving on the board of directors of an electric membership 
corporation. 

 
Not applicable 

 
(j) The Commission shall make accommodation for the specific legal requirements 

imposed by state or federal laws applicable to electric membership corporations and 
other cooperatives. 

 
Not applicable 

 
 

VIII. 515-7-3-.03(3)(1 – 9): Administrative  
 

1. Any information that the Applicant deems to be proprietary or confidential may 
be filed pursuant to Commission Rule Chapter 515-3-1-.11, Trade Secrets. 

 
2. An Applicant shall submit to the Executive Secretary of the Commission the 

number of copies indicated on the application form. The original, signed by the 
Applicant, must accompany the copies. Failure to provide the appropriate 
number of copies or the signed original will result in the rejection and return of 
the application. 
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3. Any application that is deemed to be incomplete after it is filed with the 
Commission shall not be considered until such time as all of the information 
requested therein has been furnished. The sixty (60) day time frame during 
which the Commission is charged with conducting a public hearing or hearings 
on an application shall not commence unless and until a completed application 
has been submitted by the Applicant. The Commission shall provide the 
Applicant with a notification within fifteen (15) days after filing whether said 
application is deemed to be complete, or, if incomplete, what information is 
lacking. The Commission shall notify the Applicant no later than fifteen (15) 
days following its receipt of any additional information whether such 
information is sufficient to regard the application as complete. If the additional 
information is not sufficient, the notification sent to the Applicant by the 
Commission shall include a specific statement detailing the information that 
must be clarified or which otherwise does not adequately respond to the original 
request. 

 
4. The Commission shall deem an application to be withdrawn if the Applicant fails 

to furnish any information requested in a notice of incompleteness within fifteen 
(15) business days after the date on which the request for additional information 
was issued. 

 
5. A certificate of authority may not be transferred, assigned, or leased except upon 

application to and approval by the Commission. 
 

6. Based on the Commission Rule 515-7-3-.07 and O.C.G.A. 46-4-153(f), the 
Applicant shall provide a sworn statement that it understands and agrees to 
comply with providing all requested information. 

 
7. The Commission may issue a certificate of authority to an Applicant based upon conditions 
that include, but are not limited to, an Applicant agreeing to provide the Commission annually 
with updated audited financial data within ninety (90) days of the close of its fiscal year as well as 
information within ten (10) business days of any event or occurrence that may materially affect its 
financial or operational status. The Commission shall also have access to the books and records of 
all marketers as may be deemed necessary to ensure compliance with the Act and the Commission's 
rules and regulations that are issued there under. In accordance with O.C.G.A. §46-4-153(f)on a 
quarterly basis, the marketers must file the following: First, a detailed monthly income statement, 
balance sheet, and cash flow statement information. Second, each marketer will file with the 
Commission the number of therms used for each customer class and the number of customers for 
each customer class based on the EDC's market share timeframe. The filings will be made with 
the Commission between 45 days and 75 days after the end of each fiscal quarter for their Georgia 
natural gas market. 
  

https://links.casemakerlegal.com/states/ga/books/Code%20of%20Georgia/browse?ci=25&id=gasos&codesec=46-4-153&title=46#46-4-153(f)
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Exhibit A 

 
 
Brian Landrum, President 
601 Travis Street, Suite 1400 
Houston, TX 70002 
 
Grit Farrell, Vice President 
601 Travis Street, Suite 1400 
Houston, TX 70003 
 
Christopher H. Zajic, Vice President & Treasurer 
700 Universe Blvd, E51040 
Juno Beach, FL 33408 
  
Michael H. Dunne, Vice President 
700 Universe Blvd, D5042 
Juno Beach, FL 33408 
 
Jason B. Pear, Secretary 
700 Universe Blvd, E2164 
Juno Beach, FL 33408 
 
Melissa Lauderdale, Executive Director 
601 Travis Street, Suite 1400 
Houston, TX 70002 
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PUBLIC DISCLOSURE DOCUMENT 
 

GEORGIA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 
APPLICATION FOR NATURAL GAS CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY 

Georgia Public Service Commission: Commission Rule 515-7-3-.03 
Application For Natural Gas Certificate of Authority - Last Revision: January 9, 2024 

Page 30 of 33 
 

Exhibit B 
 

– NextEra Energy Services, LLC owns 100% of NextEra Energy Services Georgia, LLC. 
 
 Also attach a list of all directors and principal stockholders with the number of shares held by 
each, marked as Exhibit B, and give name and addresses of the President, Vice President, 
Treasurer, and Secretary 

 
 

 
President:  Brian Landrum _______________________  
 
Address: 601 Travis Street, Suite 1400 
 
Houston, TX 70002__________________________ 
 
 
V. President:  Grit Farrell________________________   
 
Address: 601 Travis Street, Suite 1400______________ 
 
Houston, TX 70002_____________________________ 
 
 
Treasurer:  Christopher H. Zajic___________________  
 
Address: 700 Universe Blvd., E51040______________ 
 
Juno Beach, FL 33408_____________________________ 
 
 
Secretary: Jason B. Pear___________________________  
 
Address: 700 Universe Blvd, E2164__________________ 
Juno Beach, FL 33408____________________________________ 
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Exhibit C 
 
Information contained in this exhibit is in the accompanying Trade Secret response 
filed via the Commission’s alternative electronic filing procedures. 
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Exhibit D 

 
Information contained in this exhibit is in the accompanying Trade Secret response filed 
via the Commission’s alternative electronic filing procedures.   
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Exhibit E 
 
Information contained in this exhibit is in the accompanying Trade Secret response filed 
via the Commission’s alternative electronic filing procedures. 
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 
STATE OF GEORGIA 

 
IN RE: NEXTERA ENERGY SERVICES 
GEORGIA, LLC’S 
 
NEXTERA ENERGY SERVICES 
GEORGIA, LLC APPLICATION FOR 
NATURAL GAS CERTIFICATE OF 
AUTHORITY 
 

 

Docket No. 55516 

 
 

 
AFFIDAVIT AND BASIS FOR ASSERTION THAT REDACTED PORTIONS OF 

FILING CONSTITUTE PROTECTED TRADE SECRET MATERIAL 
 
 NextEra Energy Services Georgia, LLC (“NextEra Energy Services”), hereby provides 

notice of filing certain confidential and commercially sensitive information and/or data (the 

“Protected Information”) with the Georgia Public Service Commission (the “Commission”) in the 

above-referenced docket.  The Protected Information derives economic value from not being 

generally known and from not being readily ascertainable by proper means and is the subject of 

efforts by NextEra Energy Services that are reasonable under the circumstances to maintain its 

secrecy.  As such, and for the reasons stated below, the Protected Information constitutes trade 

secret information as defined by O.C.G.A. § 10-1-761(4) and is therefore protected from disclosure 

under Commission Rule 515-3-1-.11. 

 The natural gas market in Georgia is highly competitive, growing rapidly, and there are 

numerous marketers that offer the same services as NextEra Energy Services. The Protected 

Information includes confidential financial data and the negotiated terms of NextEra Energy 

Services acquisition of Fireside Natural Gas, LLC, which are not commonly known by NextEra 

Energy Services’ competitors, nor readily ascertainable through proper means by such 

competitors.  In fact, to ensure the confidentiality of the Protected Information, only selected 

personnel have access to it.  Before NextEra Energy Services would grant access to the Protected 



 

2 
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Information to a party outside of NextEra Energy Services, its affiliates, or its legal counsel, 

NextEra Energy Services would require the party to sign a confidentiality agreement.  Indeed, it 

would competitively and unfairly disadvantage NextEra Energy Services and ultimately NextEra 

Energy Services’ customers if the Protected Information became available to competitors. 

 More specifically, the Protected Information includes detailed descriptions of NextEra 

Energy Services financial revenues. These documents also include confidential information 

regarding debt, credit facilities, and customer information.  Thus, disclosure of the Protected 

Information would give insight to competitors and third-party vendors with respect to NextEra 

Energy Services’ financial resources and/or marketing plans, as well as its future strategies 

regarding the natural gas market in Georgia.  With such information, competitors and third-party 

vendors could unfairly benefit economically by implementing proactive strategies in a manner that 

would harm NextEra Energy Services.  Moreover, because the Protected Information itself has 

been developed through the expenditure of significant resources, to allow competitors to access it 

without similarly expending such resources would also grant them an unfair economic advantage 

to the economic detriment of NextEra Energy Services. 

 For all the foregoing reasons, NextEra Energy Services has submitted the Protected 

Information to the Commission under protective seal with the designation “TRADE SECRET” 

prominently displayed on each page thereof.  NextEra Energy Services has also filed a “Public 

Disclosure” version with the designation “PUBLIC DISCLOSURE DOCUMENT” prominently 

displayed on each page.  NextEra Energy Services will maintain a master list of all filings 

submitted to the Commission pursuant to Commission Rule 515-3-1-.11 governing trade secrets.  

The master list will identify the documents submitted, the number of copies submitted, and the 

docket number related to NextEra Energy Services’ filing. 





 

 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

STATE OF GEORGIA 

IN RE: NEXTERA ENERGY SERVICES 
GEORGIA, LLC 
 
NEXTERA ENERGY SERVICES GEORGIA, 
LLC APPLICATION FOR NATURAL GAS 
CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY 

 

Docket No. 55516 

 
 

 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT I SERVED TRUE AND CORRECT COPIES OF THE 
FOREGOING APPLICATION FOR NATURAL GAS CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORITY OF 
NEXTERA ENERGY SERVICES GEORGIA, LLC UPON ALL PARTIES LISTED BELOW 
VIA ELECTRONIC SERVICE AS FOLLOWS: 

Sallie Tanner, Executive Secretary 
Georgia Public Service Commission 

244 Washington Street SW 
Atlanta, GA 30334 

(Via Electronic Service) 

Mr. Tony Wackerly 
Georgia Public Service Commission 

244 Washington Street SW 
Atlanta, GA 30344 

(Via Electronic Service) 
 
 
This 20th day of November 2023.   

 

 

      __________________________________ 
      Mark E. Moore 
      Georgia State Bar No. 371083 
ALSTON & BIRD LLP  
1201 West Peachtree Street 
Atlanta, GA 30309-3424 
(404) 881-7000 
(404) 881-7777 (Facsimile) 
Attorneys for NextEra Energy Services Georgia, LLC.  
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