


BEFORE THE  
GEORGIA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

 
Sandersville Railroad Company 
 
Hancock County, Georgia 
 
In re: Sandersville Railroad Company�s 
Petition for Approval to Acquire Real 
Estate by Condemnation 
 

 
 
 
 

Docket No.: 45045 

PROPERTY OWNER RESPONDENTS� REQUEST FOR  
ISSUANCE OF SUBPOENAS FOR DEPOSITIONS OF PETITIONER�S WITNESSES 

 Pursuant to the Notice of Hearing and Scheduling Order in this matter and O.C.G.A. § 50-

13-13(a)(6), Property Owner Respondents hereby request that the Hearing Officer issue subpoenas 

requiring Petitioner Sandersville Railroad Company to produce for deposition the following seven 

witnesses who submitted pre-filed direct testimony in this matter: Allen R. Haywood; Benjamin J. 

Tarbutton, III; Cale Veal; Scott Dickson; Jeff Custer; Gregory D. Teague; and Arnie Pittman. 

Additionally, Property Owner Respondents request that the Hearing Officer issue a subpoena 

requiring Petitioner Sandersville Railroad Company to produce a representative for deposition of 

an organization pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 9-11-30(b)(6). 

The depositions will be conducted by counsel for the Property Owner Respondents at dates 

and times mutually agreed upon by counsel for the parties, but not after November 15, 2023. The 

depositions will be conducted according to the Georgia Rules of Civil Procedure. 

 Property Owner Respondents plan to request subpoenas for depositions of any other 

witnesses, as yet unknown, who submit pre-filed testimony in this matter. Property Owner 

Respondents also plan to cross-examine all witnesses, currently known and unknown, who submit 

pre-filed testimony in this matter at the hearing currently scheduled for November 27-28, 2023.  
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 Respectfully submitted, this 14th day of September, 2023.  

________________________________ 
Grant E. McBride 
Georgia Bar No. 109812 
SMITH, WELCH, WEBB & WHITE,
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

2200 Keys Ferry Court 
P.O. Box 10 
McDonough, GA 30253 
gmcbride@smithwelchlaw.com 
Tel.: 770-957-3937 
Fax: 770-957-9165 

/s/ Robert B. Baker    
Robert B. Baker 
Georgia Bar No. 033881 
ROBERT B. BAKER, PC 
2480 Briarcliff Road, NE, Ste. 6 
Atlanta, Georgia 30329 
(706) 207-5002 
bobby@robertbbaker.com 

/s/ William R. Maurer 
William R. Maurer* 
Washington Bar No. 25451 
INSTITUTE FOR JUSTICE

600 University Street, Ste. 1730 
Seattle, WA 98101 
(206) 957-1300 
wmaurer@ij.org 
  
Elizabeth L. Sanz* 
California Bar No. 340538 
Renée D. Flaherty* 
District of Columbia Bar No. 1011453 
INSTITUTE FOR JUSTICE

901 N. Glebe Rd., Ste. 900  
Arlington, VA 22203 
(703) 682-9320  
bsanz@ij.org 
rflaherty@ij.org 

Counsel for Property Owner Respondents  
*Pro hac vice applications pending 

Signed digitally pursuant to Ga. Code Ann. § 
10-12-7 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I hereby certify that on this 14th day of September, 2023, a copy of the foregoing Property 

Owner Respondents� Request for Issuance of Subpoenas for Depositions of Petitioner�s Witnesses 

has been served via electronic mail and U.S. First-Class Mail on the following pursuant to GA. 

COMP. R. & REGS. 515-16-16-.02; 515-2-1-.04(4)(b), (3):   

VIA Electronic Mail and U.S. First-Class Mail:  

L. Craig Dowdy 
Steven L. Jones 
TAYLOR ENGLISH DUMA, LLP 
1600 Parkwood Circle  
Suite 200 
Atlanta, Georgia 30339 
Telephone: (770) 434-6868 
Facsimile: (770) 434-7376 
cdowdy@taylorenglish.com 
sjones@taylorenglish.com  
 

Robert S. Highsmith, Jr. 
Laura E. Flint 
HOLLAND & KNIGHT LLP 
1180 West Peachtree Street NW 
Suite 1800 
Atlanta, Georgia 30309 
Telephone: (404) 817-8500 
Facsimile: (404) 881-0470 
robert.highsmith@hklaw.com 
laura.flint@hklaw.com 
 

Counsel for Petitioner Sandersville Railroad Company
 
Robert Donald Garrett, Sr.  
Sarah V. Garrett 
1335 Shoals Road 
Sparta, GA 31087 
 

 
William Blaine Smith 
Helen Diane Smith 
823 Chatsworth Drive 
Accokeek, MD 20607 
 

Marvin Smith, Jr.  
Patricia Smith  
15500 Avery Road 
Rockville, Maryland 20855 
 

Joel Bradford Reed 
Kathy Lynn Reed 
5 Dogwood Lane 
Chatsworth, GA 30705 
 

Leo John Briggs 
Georgia Ann Briggs 
4500 Hidden Stream Drive 
Loganville, GA 30052 
 

Sally G. Wells 
140 Dunn Road 
Sparta, GA 31087 
 

Donna N. Garrett 
154 Lakeview Drive 
Sparta, GA 31087 
 

Verne G. Hollis 
373 Hamilton Street 
Sparta, GA 31087 
 

Herus Ellison Garrett 
111 Brookwood Court 
Eatonton, GA 31024 
  

Thomas Ahmad Lee 
8201 Brookriver Drive, Ste 246 
Dallas, TX 75247 

Property Owners 
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Jamie Rush 
Malissa Williams 
Miriam Gutman 
SOUTHERN POVERTY LAW CENTER 
150 E. Ponce de Leon Avenue, Suite 340 
Decatur, Georgia 30030 
Telephone: (404) 673-6523 
jamie.rush@splcenter.org 
malissa.williams@splcenter.org  
miriam.gutman@splcenter.org 

Counsel for Intervenors No Railroad in Our Community Coalition (�NROCC�) 

Nancy Gibson 
Georgia Public Service Commission 
244 Washington Street, SW 
Atlanta, Georgia 30334 
Telephone: (404) 463-0882 
Facsimile: (770) 342-3054 
E-mail:  ngibson@psc.ga.gov 

Designated Hearing Officer 

Sallie Tanner  
Georgia Public Service Commission 
244 Washington Street, SW  
Atlanta, GA 30334  
Telephone: (404) 656-4501  
Facsimile: (404) 656-2341  
E-mail:  stanner@psc.ga.gov 

Executive Secretary of the Public 
Service Commission 

Rob Trokey 
Georgia Public Service Commission 
244 Washington Street, SW 
Atlanta, GA 30334 
E-mail: rtrokey@psc.state.ga.us 

Director, Electric Unit of the Public 
Service Commission 

Ray-Kelle Preston 
Georgia Public Service Commission 
244 Washington Street, SW  
Atlanta, GA 30334  
E-mail: rpreston@psc.ga.gov  

DATED this 14th day of September, 2023. 
      ___________________________________ 

Grant E. McBride 
Georgia Bar No. 109812 
SMITH, WELCH, WEBB & WHITE,
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

2200 Keys Ferry Court 
P.O. Box 10 
McDonough, GA 30253 
gmcbride@smithwelchlaw.com 
Tel.: 770-957-3937 
Fax: 770-957-9165 

Counsel for Property Owner Respondents 

Signed digitally pursuant to Ga. Code Ann. § 10-12-7 


