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Question:

Provide the most recent annual decommissioning expense estimates for each of the four Vogtle units in live Excel format with all formulas intact.  To the extent that the annual amounts are not the same throughout the lives of each unit, provide a detailed explanation as to why they are not and a description of the changes in assumptions or methodology relied on for each year in which a change is made and provide all support relied on for each such change.  For example, in response to STF 178-1(c), the Company stated: “In the calculation, the Company assumed a 20-year life extension awarded at 20 years into the commercial operating life of each unit.  In consideration of the absence of the potential 20-year license extension prior to the 20th year, the Company assumed a higher funding amount in the first 20 years compared to the last 40 years.”  If the Company made a similar assumption in the calculation of the annual decommissioning expense in this VCM, then provide a detailed explanation as to why the decommissioning expense should not be calculated using the same 60 year service lives otherwise assumed in the cost to complete studies and the rate impact studies.

Response:

Please see electronic Attachment STF-174-35 for the calculation of annual decommissioning estimates for Vogtle Units 1 and 2, which was filed in the Company’s 2019 base rate case filing and subsequently approved by the Commission. The annual decommissioning expenses are assumed to be the same throughout the lives of each unit until decommissioning.

Please see “TS - 2020 Nuclear Decommissioning - Vogtle 3&4 (NRC & 40 Yr)” from STF 198-1, “Expenses” tab, row 8, for the annual decommissioning expense estimates for Vogtle 3 and 4 included in the 24th VCM.  Please see electronic Trade Secret (“TS”) Attachment STF-198-34 for the supporting calculations, which reflect the annual accrual based on the study of estimated decommissioning costs based on a 60-year operating life, as previously filed in electronic TS Attachment STF-186-5, but adjusted to an operating life of 40 years consistent with the current approved operating licenses for Vogtle 3 and 4 units. The estimated nuclear decommissioning accrual includes the license termination and spent nuclear fuel components of nuclear decommissioning and do not include site restoration costs. 
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