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JOINT BRIEF IN SUPPORT OF STIPULATION OF THE GEORGIA 

ASSOCIATION OF MANUFACTURERS AND THE GEORGIA INDUSTRIAL GROUP

The Georgia Association of Manufacturers (“GAM”) and the Georgia Industrial Group (“GIG”) hereby file this brief in support of the Stipulation entered into by GAM, GIG, Georgia Power Company (“Georgia Power”) the Commission Staff (“Staff”) and The Commercial Group in the above-referenced docket.
A.
The Stipulation is a Reasonable Compromise of Several Complex Issues.

GAM and GIG support the Stipulation and urge the Commission to adopt it without amendment.  The filings in these two dockets addressed a number of complex issues and the Commission reviewed voluminous evidence and heard from dozens of witnesses over three separate hearings.  The provisions of the Stipulation constitute a reasonable compromise of those issues and we support the Stipulation as a means of resolving these two dockets.
B.
GAM and GIG Reserve the Right to Advocate Alternative Positions in Future Cases.

Georgia Power and the Staff reached an agreement and entered into the Stipulation, thereafter offering it to other parties who were amenable to signing.  Throughout the Stipulation, there are several examples where Georgia Power and the Staff don’t resolve issues with finality and/or reserve their rights to argue different positions in the future.  This is the nature of a stipulation – it is a delicate balance in a particular case to resolve the issues in that case without necessarily requiring parties to agree with the positions of other parties for future cases.

GAM and GIG want to make it clear that, while we support the Stipulation and believe it to be a reasonable compromise for this case, we reserve the right to argue positions in future cases that may differ from what has been agreed upon in this case.  For example, Paragraph 3 of the Stipulation provides that all costs incurred for the 1,000 megawatts (“MW”) for the Customer Renewable Supply Procurement Program (“CRSP”), as well as all costs incurred for the 500 MW of utility scale procurements for all customers, shall be recovered through the Fuel Cost Recovery (“FCR”) mechanism.  GAM and GIG may present arguments in future dockets that would propose a change to this recovery method provided for in the Stipulation.  In our view, this was not an issue that needed to be resolved in this case, especially given the many other cost recovery issues that were appropriately deferred to the Company’s upcoming rate case. 

C. 
Conclusion

The Stipulation is a reasonable compromise that fairly resolves the issues in these two dockets.  GAM and GIG urge the Commission to adopt the Stipulation without amendment.
Respectfully submitted this 24th day of June, 2019.
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