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July 28, 2015

CERTIFIED MAIL – RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

Mr. Reece McAlister
Executive Secretary
Georgia Public Service Commission
244 Washington Street
Atlanta, GA  30334

RE:  	Docket No. 37066
Inspection No. DJ15-012

Dear Mr. McAlister:

The City of Lumpkin (“Lumpkin”) respectfully files this response to the Report on Inspection No. DJ15-012, which was filed on June 26, 2015, under Docket No. 37066, in accordance with the Information for Natural Gas Operators Regarding Enforcement Actions, Enforcement Letters, & Notifications Issued by the GPSC’s Pipeline Safety Director that was attached to the Report.

Enclosed herewith are five (5) copies of this response, as well as a CD containing an electronic version of the response.

NOTICE OF AMENDMENT

“As a result of this inspection Staff determined that the City of Lumpkin was in probable violation of the minimum federal safety standards, specifically:

1) CODE REQUIREMENT:  49CFR §192.463(a)...

OBSERVED DEFICIENCY:  The Operator’s procedure fails to identify the specific criteria to be used in determining levels of cathodic protection for the Operator’s system.  The Operator’s procedure also fails to address interpretation of voltage IR drops or determination of polarization voltage shifts for cathodic protection voltage.  Operator’s procedure does not establish requirements as to how the amount of cathodic protection will be controlled so as not to damage the protective coating of the pipe.”

RESPONSE

In accordance with sections IA2 and IIC1 of the Information for Natural Gas Operators Regarding Enforcement Actions, Enforcement Letters, & Notifications Issued by the GPSC’s Pipeline Safety Director, Lumpkin does not contest the Notice of Amendment (NOA) and files the measures taken to address the observed deficiency identified in the NOA as follow:

Lumpkin has revised the corrosion control section of its Operations and Maintenance Manual to address the deficiency cited in this Notice of Amendment.

2) “CODE REQUIREMENT:  49CFR §192.463...

OBSERVED DEFICIENCY:  Design, Operation, and Installation are located in the O&M Manual Section 9A and appears acceptable while the Maintenance procedures do not state “by or under the direction of a qualified person in pipeline corrosion control methods.”

RESPONSE

In accordance with sections IA2 and IIC1 of the Information for Natural Gas Operators Regarding Enforcement Actions, Enforcement Letters, & Notifications Issued by the GPSC’s Pipeline Safety Director, Lumpkin does not contest the Notice of Amendment (NOA) and files the measures taken to address the observed deficiency identified in the NOA as follow:

Lumpkin has revised the corrosion control section of its Operations and Maintenance Manual to address the deficiency cited in this Notice of Amendment.
 
OTHER COMMENTS

In response to Staff’s request, Lumpkin advises that its next leakage survey is scheduled for August 10 - 14, 2015

CONTINUING PROBABLE VIOLATION 

In accordance with section IID of the Information for Natural Gas Operators Regarding Enforcement Actions, Enforcement Letters, & Notifications Issued by the GPSC’s Pipeline Safety Director that was included with this Report, Niya Williams provides the current status, updates, expected completion dates, and proposed modifications, if any, of the Continuing and/or existing Violation(s) that were not cleared as a result of the current Inspection.

§ 192.455 as cited in Inspection #LB10-047 – Lumpkin agrees with the status of this Continuing Violation as described in the current Inspection Report.

Please let us know if you have any questions or need additional information.

Sincerely,
CITY OF LUMPKIN



Niya Williams
City Administrator

cc:	Michelle Thebert, GPSC
	Daphne Jones, GPSC
	Chris Welborn, SRCS
	
