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POST-HEARING BRIEF OF THE COMMERCIAL GROUP

The Commercial Group
 hereby respectfully files its Post-Hearing Brief in the above-captioned docket.  At the evidentiary hearing, Georgia Power Company and the Public Interest Advocacy Staff presented a stipulation that would resolve a number of issues in dispute by those two parties.  Whereas the Commercial Group takes no position on the stipulation overall, it supports two provisions of the stipulation:  1) the continuation of the interim fuel rates that the Commission directed be implemented as of June 1, 2012; and 2) the continuation of TOU-FCR-3 as a voluntary rate with collaborative efforts being made to determine whether modifications to this rate should be made in the next FCR-24 proceeding.  Failure to address any other issue should not be interpreted as agreement with positions taken by other parties on those issues.
I.
ARGUMENT

A.
Continuation of Interim Fuel Rates
The Commission has already ordered that lower interim fuel rates should go into effect on June 1st in order to benefit ratepayers.  Advocacy Staff proposed for Georgia Power to recalculate rates as of July 1, 2012 but Georgia Power indicated in rebuttal testimony that this would result in increased rates for Georgia Power customers.  Spencer/Thames Rebuttal, p.5.  At the same time, the Spencer/Thames panel testified that even with lower fuel rates being implemented one month early (on June 1), Georgia Power still “projects a $61 million over-recovered balance as of July 1, 2012.  Id. at 6.  The Company also estimates that this over-recovered fuel balance will grow to $122 million by December 2012.  Id. at 7.  Increasing fuel rates on July 1st could only increase the over-recovery balance.  Accordingly, the Commercial Group agrees with the Staff/Georgia Power stipulation that fuel rates should not be increased on July 1, but instead that interim fuel rates should continue unchanged.  
B.
TOU Fuel Rate Structure
In this proceeding, a coalition of certain small load commercial customers called AFFIRM requests that the existing TOU-FCR pilot fuel rate be expanded to multiple alternative rate schedules each of which would be compatible to one of Georgia Power’s base rate TOU schedules.  In the alternative, AFFIRM requests that a five-part fuel rate be designed to match the structure of TOU-MB rate schedule.  Klepper Direct Testimony, p. 2.  The TOU-MB rate schedule is available only to facilities defined as “Food Services and Drinking Places.”  Under paragraph 5 of the Staff/Georgia Power stipulation, the TOU-FCR rate would continue as a voluntary rate with collaborative efforts being made following this proceeding to determine whether modifications to this rate should be made in the next fuel rate case.  Given that the TOU-FCR rate has been in place only as a short-term pilot rate, the stipulation’s approach of gathering additional information while the Company and Staff work with interested parties on the issue is a reasonable approach that the Commercial Group supports. 
In the event that the Commission nevertheless decides to implement a new TOU fuel rate structure in this proceeding, the Commercial Group urges the Commission not to make such a fuel rate available only to Food Services and Drinking Places but to all commercial customers.
II.
CONCLUSION

WHEREFORE, the Commercial Group respectfully requests that the Commission grant such relief as is requested herein.

Respectfully submitted this 15th day of June, 2012.  
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_______________________________

Alan R. Jenkins
� The Commercial Group is an ad hoc association of large commercial customers of Georgia Power Company (“Georgia Power” or “the Company”) composed in this proceeding of BJ’s Wholesale Club, Inc., J.C. Penney Corporation, Macy’s, Inc., Sam’s East, Inc. and Wal-Mart Stores East, LP.






